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Extension Guidelines for Pineapple Production Adhering Good Agricultural Practice of Farmers in
Loei Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to explore social and economic conditions of farmers;
2) to gain an insight into their fundamental knowledge in pineapple production according to good
agricultural practice; 3) to gain an insight into the production and extension on pineapple production
according to a good agricultural practice; 4) to study problems in pineapple production extension
according to good agricultural practices; and 5) to study the farmers’ suggestions regarding extension
guidelines on pineapple production according to good agricultural practices. The population of this study
was 1,714 pineapple production farmers who had registered as farmers with agricultural extension
department in the production year of 2018/2019 in Loei province. The sample size of 183 people was
determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of 0.07, and the lottery method of
creating a simple random sample was used from the farmers’ name list as per specified proportion. The
data collection tool was structured interviews. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics
including frequency distribution, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation,
and ranking. The analysis showed that 57.9% of farmers were male with the average age of 47.73 years,
60.7% of them completed primary school education, and the average number of household members
was 3.41. They received information and news about pineapple production at the moderate level. They
earned the average income from the agricultural sector of 34,704.92 baht per year with the average
income from pineapple production of 28,469.94 baht per year. The average pineapple production area
was 5.43 rai. The average productivity was 3,725.79 kg. /rai with the average labor of 3.30 people. The
cost of pineapple production was 22,551.64 Baht per year. On average, the farmers had an experience in
pineapple production of 6.03 years, 59.0% of the farmers had their land ownership right, 90.7% of them
took loans and 89.6 % sold products to the middleperson. The farmers had the knowledge about pineapple
production according to good agricultural practices at the moderate level. The farmers produced pineapple in
accordance with good agricultural practices at the moderate level, while the practice they adopted the least was
the storage of operational data and related documents at least for 2 years. The extension in pineapple
production according to good agricultural practices was, overall, at the high level. The problem regarding the
pineapple production according to good agricultural practices was, overall, at the high level. The problematic
issue was on the lack of documents or manuals about pineapple production according to good agricultural
practices. The farmers agreed with the suggestions regarding the extension guidelines on pineapple production in
accordance with good agricultural practices; this was rated at the high level. Regarding suggestions, the farmers
agreed that there should be documents or manuals about pineapple production according good agricultural
practices and that these should made available to them.

Keywords: Extension guidelines, Pineapple production, Good agricultural practice, Loei Province
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